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PRINCIPAL’S INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 

 

 
 

“At Hampton Park Secondary College, we are rich in diversity, and through empowering 

and engaging students, we remain wholehearted in our pursuit of excellence.” 
 
 
Hampton Park Secondary College is committed to providing an educational model that is both student-centred and 

focused upon personalised learning-experiences. We understand that students become passionately engaged in 

their education when the pedagogical approach is placed, purposeful, passion-led, and pervasive.1 At Hampton Park 

Secondary College, we have re-designed our learning programme to enable students to excel through this research-

based future-focused model, ensuring all of our students benefit from deepened learning and improved 

educational outcomes. In line with this approach is our recognition that all students are unique, and that each 

student brings their own distinct and individual passions, interests, skills, and knowledge into our learning 

ecosystem. Thus, at Hampton Park Secondary College, we enable a tailor-made educational programme that 

empowers students to take control of their learning.  

 
We are all born with fathomless capacities, but what we make of them has everything 
to do with education. One role of education is to help people develop their natural 
talents and abilities; the other is to help them make their way in the world around 
them. Too often, education falls short on both counts. As we face an increasingly febrile 
future, it’s vital to do better. For that to happen, education has to be urgently 
transformed. We have the resources and the expertise, but now we need the vision and 
commitment.2 

Sir Ken Robinson 
 
We recognise that our young people are entering into a world that is changing at a faster rate than ever before and 

is posing new environmental, political, societal, economical, and technological challenges and complexities that 

were never before imaginable. At Hampton Park Secondary College, we believe that there has never been a more 

befitting time at which to make sure every one of our students is empowered to explore, enhance, and excel in, 

their “fathomless capacities”. We believe that it is time for a transformation in education, and we have the “vision 

and commitment” to demand that the learning in which our students engage both prepares them for the world in 

which they live and supports them to develop innate and new talents and abilities. Thus, creating a culture of 

learning which, at its foundation, believes learning should be done with students, rather than to students, is at the 

heart of the College. Our innovative approach to learning accords each student with a tailor-made educational 

programme, ensuring that no student is held back from reaching their full potential, and that no student is left 

behind. Through the creation of optimal conditions for learning, where learning becomes organic as students are 

empowered to take control of their pathways and explore and develop their passions, students truly thrive.  

 

Principal Wayne Haworth  

                                                           
 

1 Valerie Hannon, ‘Learning Futures’ (Innovation Unit UK, A contribution to the Innovative Learning Environments project of OECD/CERI) 
2 Sir Ken Robertson, ‘Standardisation Broke Education, Here’s how we Can Fix our Schools’, Wired Magazine (May/June 2019). 
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LEARNING AT HAMPTON PARK  
SECONDARY COLLEGE 

As educators, in collaboration with parents and carers, it is our responsibility to create an inclusive and welcoming 

environment where the development of the whole individual is paramount. In 2019, through extensive research 

and collaboration with like-minded schools, in continuous consultation with students and staff, and with an 

exhaustive focus on improving student educational outcomes, Hampton Park Secondary College moved to begin a 

rigorous shift in the way it understands the roles of education and school in student learning. Our aspirations are 

ambitious and long-term, but our commitment to empowering all students to unleash their infinite capabilities is 

unfaltering. The very nature of this enterprise is experiential, and we are excited to, in collaboration with our 

students, continue to build exceptional learning opportunities and results.  

 

Learning at Hampton Park Secondary College is categorised into three stages or ‘programmes’: Explore, Enhance, 

and Excel. These programmes recognise the unique needs of each student as they engage in their secondary 

education and allow learning to be transformative, dynamic, and focussed upon growth. Our programmes allow 

students to ‘move through’ their secondary schooling experience in a way that better reflects their passions and 

abilities rather than their nominal ‘year level’. Hence, whilst many students merely survive their time at high-school, 

students at Hampton Park Secondary College instead thrive in an exceptional learning environment where they are 

empowered and supported to create an educational pathway that is as individual and unique as they are.  

 

EXPLORE & ENHANCE CREDITS MAP  
The following Credits Map outlines the HPSC Curriculum Plan which shows how the 8 Key Learning Areas of the 
Victorian Curriculum are substantially addressed and how the curriculum plan is organised and implemented. The 
Map indicates the minimum number of Units of Study or Credits every student will acquire across Years 7 – 10. 

 

CORE  GUIDED CHOICE ELECTIVES 
(It is compulsory for students to select an elective from these learning areas) 

 FREE CHOICE ELECTIVES  

 

Learning Areas Explore 
(Year 7) 

Enhance (Year 8) Enhance (Year 9) Enhance (Year 10) Total  

Mentoring 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 8 Mentoring Credits 

English / EAL 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 8 English Credits 

Mathematics 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 8 Maths Credits 

Health & Physical 
Education 

2 Credits 2 Credits (1 Core & 1 
Elective) 

2 Credits (1 Core & 1 
Elective) 

2 Credits  8 HPE Credits 

Humanities or  
Humanities with 
Literacy Support 

2 Credits 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 5 Humanities Credits 
OR 
8 Hums with 
Literacy Credits 

2 Credits  2 Credits 2 Credits 2 Credits 

Science 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 4 Science Credits 

The Arts 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 4 Arts Credits  

STEAM 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit 4 STEAM Credits  

Free Choice Credits 
from any Learning 
Area including 
Languages 

4 
(Taster) 
Credits 

2 Credits or 1 Credit 
for students 
studying Humanities 
with Literacy 
Support 

2 Credits or 1 Credit 
for students 
studying Humanities 
with Literacy 
Support 

2 Credits or 1 Credit 
for students 
studying Humanities 
with Literacy 
Support 

10 Free Choice 
Credits  
or 
8 Free Choice 
Credits for students 
studying Humanities 
with Literacy 
Support 

Sub Total  17 
Credits  

14 Credits  14 Credits 14 Credits  60 Credits  
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LEARNING DISPOSITIONS 
 

Our Learning Dispositions are based on Professor Guy Claxton’s Building Learning Power, 21st Century Competencies 
and Michael Fullan’s 6Cs of Deep Learning. It is intended that students are provided with everyday learning 
opportunities to develop these dispositions and are assessed against them within their subjects. These dispositions 
underpin the learning that takes place at our College to meet the aspirations of our Graduate Profile. Our Learning 
Dispositions are:  

 

• Critical and creative thinking  

• Collaboration 

• Resilience  

• Resourcefulness 

 

COLLEGE VALUES 
 

Our vision of learning excellence is underpinned by the Hampton Park Secondary College values of Respect, 

Learning, and Working Together.  Informing our daily interactions and decisions, these values are embedded in our 

whole school practice and they are supported by our School-wide Positive Behaviour Support Program. Our values 

embody the educational centrality of building critical, informed, and reflective citizens in a democratic, equitable, 

and just environment that is characterised by cultural, economic, and social diversity. Through living our values, we 

hope that our students manifest the qualities of understanding the world with a global view, engaging in life-long 

learning and re-learning, having high levels of empathy, and always being critical and creative problem solvers.  

 
Our values of Respect, Learning, and Working Together guide our educational programs within the community in 

the following ways:  

 

• I respect myself and other people   

• I actively listen to others with an open mind   

• I respect other people’s different perspectives   

• I am inclusive   

• I respect school property and the property of others   

• I wear my school uniform with pride   

• I set personal goals and have high expectations of myself and others to continually improve   

• I have a positive attitude and enthusiasm for learning   

• I strive to achieve my personal best   

• I take pride in the achievements of myself and others   

• I am willing to share ideas, resources, and skills   

• I am helpful and approachable   

• I contribute positively to class, group activities, and the school community  

 
 



 

8  

OUR HPSC GRADUATE PROFILE 
 

At HPSC, we are committed to embedding an educational model that is student-centred and focused on personalised learning pathways.  It is our mission to 

ensure that all students are passionately engaged in their education and graduate with the below outlined cognitive, personal, and interpersonal competencies 

that will equip them for their future education and employment. 
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2022 SUBJECT SELECTION KEY CONTACTS 
Position Staff Member Contact Email 

Principal Mr Wayne Haworth wayne.haworth@education.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principal (Years 7 & 8) Mr Paul Broecker paul.broecker@education.vic.gov.au  

Assistant Principal (Years 9 & 10) Ms Karen Shiel karen.shiel@education.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principal  Mr Ayman Youssef ayman.youssef@education.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principal (Years 11 & 12) 
Ms Eloise Haynes 
 

eloise.haynes@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Junior Sub School Leader Ms Fiona Vanstan fiona.vanstan@education.vic.gov.au 

Middle Sub School Leader Mr Billy Jessop william.jessop@education.vic.gov.au 

Senior Sub School Leader Ms Georgianne Kios kios.georgianne@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 7 Student Learning Leaders 
Ms Madeleine Blake 
Ms Monique Attard 

madeleine.blake@education.vic.gov.au 
monique.Attard@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 8 Student Learning Leaders 
Mr Chris Knowles 
Mr Brad Andrews 

christopher.knowles@education.vic.gov.au 
bradley.andrews@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 9 Student Learning Leaders 
Mr Matthew Cram 
Ms Christelle Jean-Pierre 

matthew.cram@education.vic.gov.au 
christelle.jean-pierre@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 10 Student Learning Leaders 
Ms Annie Lingard 
Mr Cameron Christiansen 

annie.lingard@education.vic.gov.au 
cameron.christiansen@education.vic.gov.au 

VCAL Student Learning Leaders 
Mr Darryn O’Connor 
Ms Leah Green 

darryn.oconnor@education.vic.gov.au 
leah.green@education.vic.gov.au 

VCE Student Learning Leaders 
Ms Catherine Glenn 
Ms Virginia Vuong 
 

catherine.glenn@education.vic.gov.au 
virginia.vuong@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Curriculum and Pedagogy Leader Ms Melanie Larcombe melanie.larcombe@education.vic.gov.au 

VCAL Curriculum & Practice Leader Ms Breanna Martin breanna.martin@education.vic.gov.au 

Domain Leaders 
Arts 
English/EAL/Languages 
Health & Physical Education 
Humanities 
Mathematics 
Science 
STEAM 

 
Ms Miriam Fee 
Ms Demiana Eid 
Ms Ellen Newton 
Mr Broady Kata 
Ms Catherine Murdoch 
Ms Naomi Dawson 
Ms Amy Mraz 

 
miriam.fee@education.vic.gov.au 
demiana.eid@education.vic.gov.au 
ellen.newton@education.vic.gov.au 
broady.kata@education.vic.gov.au 
catherine.murdoch@education.vic.gov.au 
naomi.dawson@education.vic.gov.au 
amy.mraz@education.vic.gov.au 

Student Services Leader Ms Debra Edwards debra.edwards@education.vic.gov.au 

Careers and Pathways Team 
Ms Lisa Benporath 
Mrs Tee Kruse 
Ms Carly Pearson 

luisa.benporath@education.vic.gov.au 
theresa.kruse@education.vic.gov.au 
carly.pearson@education.vic.gov.au 

Wellbeing Team 

Ms Jacqueline Binns 
Ms Harlin Gandhok 
Ms Kat Elliott 
Ms Alisha Gibson  
Mr Patrick Burn 
 

jacqueline.binns@education.vic.gov.au 
harlin.gandhok@education.vic.gov.au 
katharine.elliott@education.vic.gov.au 
alisha.gibson@education.vic.gov.au 
patrick.burn@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Inclusion Team 
Ms Natalie Rule 

Ms Sally Curruthers 

natalie.rule@education.vic.gov.au 
sally.carruthers@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:wayne.haworth@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:paul.broecker@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:karen.shiel@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:ayman.youssef@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:eloise.haynes@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:fiona.vanstan@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:william.jessop@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:kios.georgianne@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:christopher.knowles@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:matthew.cram@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:annie.lingard@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:cameron.christiansen@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:catherine.glenn@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:virginia.vuong@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:melanie.larcombe@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:susan.cochrane@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:demiana.eid@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:ellen.newton@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:leonard.robert@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:catherine.murdoch@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:naomi.dawson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:laura.tyres@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:debra.edwards@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:luisa.benporath@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:theresa.kruse@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:carly.pearson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:jacqueline.binns@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:harlin.gandhok@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Katharine.elliott@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:alisha.gibson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:patrick.burn@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:natalie.rule@education.vic.gov.au
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COLLEGE ACCELERATION POLICY 
 

STATEMENT  
Hampton Park Secondary College endeavours to provide all students with the opportunity to maximise their 

learning potential whilst at school. All students, as appropriate, are encouraged to improve their educational 

outcomes through accelerating their learning by studying a pre-VCE, VCE, or VET subject whilst undertaking the 

Enhance program. Students who have accelerated their learning in Years 10 and 11 may also include a University 

Enhancement Study in their Year 12 program.   

 

PURPOSE  
• To provide students with the opportunity to further extend their learning opportunities  

• To enable students to study a sixth subject as part of their scored VCE program, or alternatively, to 

provide opportunity for students to create a balanced VCE/VET program over three years 

• To create opportunities for students to engage in tertiary education through studying a university 

subject in Year 12  

• To familiarise students with the work requirements and expectations associated with the Excel 

program by providing the experience of studying a VCE or VET in Year 10 and a Pre-VCE subject in 

Year 9 

 

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES  
The table outlined below provides specific acceleration guidelines for each year level transition:   

Year 6 
into 7 

All Year 7 students will undertake the Explore curriculum program.  
 

In exceptional circumstances, a Year 7 student may be granted permission to study an 

Enhance subject, if the following eligibility criteria are met:  

• The student submits an Enhance Subject Recommendation Form to the Junior 

Sub School by the due date. This form must include a recommendation from 

the Grade 6 teacher and parent/carer consent 

• The student demonstrates a strong interest in or passion for the subject area  

• The student is deemed suitable for acceleration based on data including, but 

not limited to, the ACER Testing that will occur in Term 3 or 4 of Grade  

The student may be required to attend an interview with the Sub School Leader and 

nominated panel members. All requests must be approved by, and are at the discretion of, 

the Sub School Leader or nominated delegate.  

Year 7 
into 8  

All Year 8 students will undertake the Enhance curriculum program. 
 

All of our nominal year 8 students, in their first year of the Enhance programme, are highly 

encouraged to accelerate their learning ‘outside of the classroom’. Hampton Park 

Secondary College enables students to organise, lead, and participate in a variety of co-

curricular activities, programmes, learning activities, and leadership opportunities that will 

complement their academic pathway. We believe that this is an opportune time for 

students to really begin to extend themselves as they contribute to the life of the College 

and to the local and global community. 
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Year 8 
into 9 

All Year 9 students will undertake the Enhance curriculum program.   
 

However, Year 9 students who are categorised as High Ability, through meeting the 

following eligibility criteria, are expected to select and undertake at least one Pre-VCE 

subject:  

• The student is deemed suitable based on data including, but not limited to, GPA 

reports, ACER Stanine of 6 and above, and relevant teacher recommendations 

Students who have been identified as High Ability and do not wish to undertake a Pre-VCE 

subject must submit an Acceleration Exemption Application Form. The student may be 

required to attend an interview with the Sub School Leader and nominated panel members. 

All opt-out requests must be approved by, and are at the discretion of, the relevant Sub 

School Leader or nominated delegate.  
 

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs): 

All Enhance students have the opportunity to undertake MOOCs instead of one school 

based Enhance elective. Interested students MUST submit a MOOCs Application Form that 

can be collected from the Middle Sub School office and submitted prior to the course 

counselling appointment. ONLY the Curriculum & Pedagogy Leader can approve this 

selection. 

Year 9 
into 10 

All Year 10 students will undertake the Enhance curriculum program.    
 

All Year 10 students are expected to select and undertake a program that consists of 

numerous (minimum of two) Pre-VCE subjects. It is strongly recommended that all Year 

10 students select and study one accelerated VCE or VET subject as part of their Year 10 

course. Accelerated VCE subjects must be approved by the overseeing course counsellor 

and Senior Sub School Leader, who must deem each student suitable based on teacher 

recommendation and data sets. Accelerated VET subjects must be approved by the Senior 

Pathways Coordinator. Students who are approved to undertake a VCE or VET subject are 

not expected to undertake Pre-VCE subjects, however, are encouraged to do so. 

Note: Students must be at least 15 years of age at the commencement of a VET course. 

Exemptions:  

Some students may be identified as not being suitable by the Curriculum & Pedagogy 

Leader. They will be exempt from undertaking a Pre-VCE, VCE, or VET subject. Students 

deemed not suitable may include, but are not limited to, students who fall within these 

categories:  

• Students under the Program for Students with a Disability  

• Students with additional needs   

• Students with extremely low literacy skills (stanine 3 or below)  

Year 10 students who are categorised as High Ability, through meeting the following 

eligibility criteria, are expected to select and undertake at least one VCE or VET subject as 

part of their Year 10 program: 
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• The student is deemed suitable based on data, including but not limited to, GPA 

reports, ACER Stanine of 6 and above, and relevant teacher recommendations  
 

Students who have been identified as High Ability and do not wish to undertake a VCE or 

VET subject must submit an Acceleration Exemption Application Form. The student may 

be required to attend an interview with the relevant Sub School Leader and nominated 

panel members. All opt-out requests must be approved by, and are at the discretion of, the 

relevant Sub School Leader or nominated delegate.   

 

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs): 

All enhance students have the opportunity to undertake MOOCs instead of one school 

based Enhance elective. Interested students MUST collect a MOOCs Application Form from 

the Middle Sub School office and submit the form prior to their course counselling 

appointment. ONLY the Curriculum & Pedagogy Leader can approve this selection. 

Year 9 
into 10 

ACCELERATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGLISH  
Students are not permitted to accelerate into English. 

 

ACCELERATION REQUIREMENTS FOR MATHEMATICS  
Specific guidelines exist for approval to accelerate into General Mathematics and 

Mathematical Methods. Students are not permitted to accelerate into Specialist 

Mathematics.  
 

The following information is used to determine suitability for accelerating into these Maths 

subjects:  
 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2:  
• Completion of the Year 10 Pre-VCE Advanced Maths course in Year 9, including 

a B grade average on all summative assessments and the end of year exam.  

• Without complete Year 10 Pre-VCE Advanced Maths, students must have 

achieved an A grade average for all in Year 9 Core Maths summative 

assessment tasks including for the Algebra Unit. 

• Achievement of a minimum of 75% on the entry exam  

• Achievement of Band 9 or 10 on NAPLAN testing for numeracy 

• Achievement of Stanine 8-9 on ACER testing for numeracy 
 

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2:  
• Achievement of an average of B or above on all summative assessments  

• Achievement of a minimum of 70% on the entry exam  

• Achievement of Stanine 6-7 on ACER testing for numeracy   

 Year 10 
into 11 

All Year 11 students will undertake the Excel curriculum program. 
 

This will consist of completing either the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) or a different pathway such as a School 

Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship (SBAT) or Head Start.  
 

Year 11 students who studied a VCE or VET subject in Year 10 are expected to continue with 

this accelerated subject. 
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APPROVAL PROCESS: 
 

Sub School Leaders make the decision as to approval for acceleration in consultation with Student Learning Leaders, 

Domain Leaders, and Literacy and Numeracy Leaders. Students may appeal this decision with the Assistant Principal 

in charge of Curriculum and Pedagogy. 

 

Sub School Leaders will continue to monitor student progress in accelerated subjects throughout the year to ensure 

that all students are performing at the expected standard. If students are deemed to be not performing at the 

expected standard, a conference involving parents/carers and the student will occur, and students may be 

withdrawn from the subject if deemed necessary. 

 

Acceleration in more than one VCE or VET subject is only granted in exceptional circumstances. This will be 

negotiated on an individual basis and must be approved by the relevant Sub School Leader.  

Disclaimer:  

Where places are limited, priority placement in subjects will be given to students of that notional year level. 

Therefore, acceleration may not always be possible due to availability or other factors such as timetabling and 

staffing.   

  
 

 

Year 11 
into 12 

All Year 12 students will undertake the Excel curriculum program. 
 

This will consist of completing either the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL), a School Based Apprenticeship or 

Traineeship (SBAT) or a course with an external provider or full-time employment.  

Students who completed an accelerated VCE (Units 3 & 4) subject in Year 11 can either:  

1. Study five subjects in Year 12 in order to finish their scored VCE program with the 

additional sixth subject that contributes to their ATAR 

OR  

2. Elect to undertake four subjects in Year 12 to reduce their study load. This must 

be done in consultation with the Senior Sub School Leader and is dependent on 

individual circumstances 

OR 

3. Choose to continue acceleration in Year 12 through undertaking opportunities to 

study a first-year university subject, where available and suitable 
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LITERACY & NUMERACY SUPPORT 
 

Having adequate skills and knowledge in the areas of literacy and numeracy is a vital requisite to acquiring deep 

learning in any subject area. Hampton Park Secondary College is committed to supporting all students in their 

learning. Our teachers have an expert understanding of the literacy and numeracy demands of their subject area 

and of how to ensure that all students are able to access the learning within their classroom. However, often 

students are identified as having literacy or numeracy ‘gaps’ in their learning that require that the student receives 

additional support to ensure that they are able to get the most out of their learning experiences.  
A major priority of the College is to make sure that all students attain the literacy and numeracy skills and knowledge 

needed to successfully navigate the world in which they live. At a micro level, each teacher continuously uses 

formative assessment strategies within their classroom to monitor student understanding and to adjust learning as 

required. At a macro level, the College collects and monitors comprehensive information about the literacy and 

numeracy growth and achievement of each student. This includes, regular feedback from teachers, collection of 

detailed information through the use of ACER Assessment for Reading, Maths, and Grammar and Punctuation, and 

comprehensive analysis of information collected through NAPLAN. This information assists the College in ensuring 

that all students are engaged in learning that meets their needs, whether it be that a student is identified as needing 

to be further extended in their learning, needing to receive additional support in a specific skill area, or needing to 

receive additional support in a broader range of skills through our intervention programmes.  

Hampton Park Secondary College offers intervention programmes for students needing additional support in 

literacy and numeracy. These programmes feature smaller class sizes with greater opportunity for one-to-one and 

small-group support from area experts and customised programmes that target the needs of each student. 

Students in the Explore and Enhance programmes, identified as needing additional support in literacy, will be 

enrolled in the Literacy Intervention programme. Students in the Explore and Enhance programmes, identified as 

needing additional support in numeracy, will be enrolled in the Numeracy Booster programme. 
 

What is Literacy? 
Students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to interpret and use language 

confidently for learning and communicating in and out of school and for participating effectively in society. Literacy 

encompasses the knowledge and skills students need to access, understand, analyse and evaluate information, 

make meaning, express thoughts and emotions, present ideas and opinions, interact with others and participate in 

activities at school and in their lives beyond school. Success in any learning area depends on being able to use the 

significant, identifiable, and distinctive literacy that is important for learning and representative of the content of 

that learning area. 

Becoming literate is not simply about knowledge and skills. Certain behaviours and dispositions assist students to 

become effective learners who are confident and motivated to use their literacy skills broadly. They include 

students managing their own learning to be self-sufficient; working harmoniously with others; being open to ideas, 

opinions and texts from and about diverse cultures; returning to tasks to improve and enhance their work; and 

being prepared to question the meanings and assumptions in texts. 
 

What is Numeracy? 
Students become numerate as they develop the knowledge and skills to use mathematics confidently across other 

learning areas at school and in their lives more broadly. Numeracy encompasses the knowledge, skills, behaviours, 

and dispositions that students need to use mathematics in a wide range of situations. It involves students 

recognising and understanding the role of mathematics in the world and having the dispositions and capacities to 

use mathematical knowledge and skills purposefully.
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MENTORING 
 

Mentoring is a weekly program where students meet and collaborate to discuss personal development, careers and 

pathways, and health and wellbeing. During these sessions, the focus is upon developing positive relationships, 

individual student growth, and fostering school pride. Our College values guide the program with the aim of 

strengthening social connections, building house spirit, and providing opportunities for students to be supported 

both in and out of the classroom.   

 

Through Mentoring, Mentor Teachers will help students develop personal skills (teamwork, organisation, and 

expressing opinions respectfully), as well as transferable skills for success beyond their time at the College (positive 

communication, time management, and critical thinking).   

 

Each week has a different focus, which includes fun and engaging activities and building positive connections with 

peers and the community.   

 

The Mentor teacher plays a significant role in helping students to remain connected to school, attend every school 

day, and to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. It is well documented that students learn best when 

teachers and parents/carers work together. The Mentor Teacher is the primary point of contact for the student at 

school, and it is vital for the Mentor Teacher to build a relationship with the student, their family, and the Student 

Learning Leaders. Regular monitoring of students by the Mentor Teacher, using effective communication (between 

both the students and parents/carers), will support each student in remaining ‘on track’ and enhance student 

wellbeing and academic success. Student wellbeing provides the foundation upon which academic achievement 

can be built. Student engagement and connectedness are substantial measures of student wellbeing.   

 

Mentor Teachers play a significant role in: 

• Building relationships with students and their parents/carers through calling and/or emailing parents/carers 

at the beginning of the year to introduce themselves and to let parents/carers know that Mentor Teachers 

are the first port of call should they have any queries or concerns. This helps with communication and 

provides a personal approach to the wellbeing of our students 

• Monitoring attendance and punctuality (using Compass Attendance features) 

• Monitoring uniform to ensure that a student’s uniform is consistent with the HPSC Uniform Policy. 

• Monitoring academic performance through viewing student reports to get a broad oversight of each 

student’s progress. If there are any concerns, sharing these with the relevant staff members and contacting 

parents/carers, where appropriate 

• Participating in and attending year level camps and other co-curricular activities, where possible 

• Initiating and conducting parent-student conferences to discuss matters of concern such as school 

connectedness, attendance, lateness, and social matters  

 

Mentor Teachers play an essential role in a school-wide wellbeing network as we ensure that each and every 

student at Hampton Park Secondary College is known, valued, and recognised as an integral part of our community. 

Mentor Teachers work closely with Sub School Leaders, Student Learning Leaders, the Wellbeing Team, and the 

Careers Team with the aim of fostering compassion, confidence, self-esteem, resilience, and self-determination in 

each of our young people. Hampton Park Secondary College’s Mentoring program is a core element in ensuring our 

students experience a personalised, supportive, and engaging environment where each student is empowered to 

achieve their full academic potential.         
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EXPLORE PROGRAM (YEAR 7) 
 

The first stage of learning at Hampton Park Secondary College is called Explore. The Explore Program has been 

designed to encourage all Year 7 students to do exactly as the name suggests, ‘explore’ the full range of subjects 

on offer from the eight key learning areas. We recognise that all students are unique and different, with individual 

interests, and as such, we want to empower students with the opportunity to individualise their educational 

program.  

 

Students will study six subjects each semester, subjects are categorised as ‘Core’ (compulsory) and ‘Taster’ 

(student choice).  

 

All students must study the following Core subjects: 

 

• English or EAL (All Year) 

• Mathematics (All Year) 

• Health and Physical Education (All Year) 

• Core Science (One Semester) 

 

All students must also study, either: 

 

• Humanities (All Year) 

OR 

• Humanities with Literacy Support (All Year).  

 

Note: Students needing significant additional support with their Literacy must undertake Literacy Support, whilst 

other students who require some additional support can choose to undertake this subject instead of Humanities.  

 

All Year 7 students would be required to select at least one Taster (0.5 credit) from each of the following learning 
areas:  
 

• The Arts  

• STEAM 

Note: 
* Languages is not a required taster in the Explore curriculum programme. French is offered as a double taster 
(one semester) in the Explore program.  
* All Explore students will participate in a compulsory Swimming Program in Semester 2. 

 

Refer to the course grid below to see a visual representation of the Explore program.  
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Explore Course Outline  
 

 

CORE 

(compulsory for all 

students) 

 GUIDED CHOICE ELECTIVES 

(students need to select an 

elective from these learning areas) 

 FREE 

CHOICE 

ELECTIVES 

 

 
 

Subject Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Mentoring 
 MENTORING 

CREDIT 
MENTORING 

CREDIT 
MENTORING 

CREDIT 
MENTORING 

CREDIT 

English OR EAL 
 

ENGLISH / EAL 
CREDIT 

ENGLISH / EAL 
CREDIT 

ENGLISH / EAL 
CREDIT 

ENGLISH / EAL 
CREDIT 

Mathematics 
 MATHS CREDIT MATHS CREDIT MATHS CREDIT MATHS CREDIT 

Health & Physical Education HPE CREDIT HPE CREDIT HPE CREDIT HPE CREDIT 

Humanities OR Humanities with 
Literacy Support  

HUMANITIES 
CREDIT 

HUMANITIES 
CREDIT 

HUMANITIES 
CREDIT 

HUMANITIES 
CREDIT 

Science 
(One Semester) 

Could be either Terms 1 & 2 or Terms 3 & 4 

SCIENCE CREDIT SCIENCE CREDIT   

Six Taster Electives (One Term Each) 
 
All Year 7 students would be required to 
select at least one Taster (0.5 credit) from 
each of the following learning areas:  
 

• The Arts (either Visual or 

Performing)  

Note: Students who participate in a Visual 
Arts taster elective in Year 7 must undertake 
a Performing Arts elective in Year 8 and vice 
versa) 

• STEAM  

Note: All STEAM Taster electives ensure 
students participate in the Technology 
disciplines: 

• Design and Technologies  

• Digital Technologies 

 
Students in Literacy Support must select 
One Humanities Taster 

  ARTS CREDIT STEAM CREDIT 

FREE CHOICE 
CREDIT 

FREE CHOICE 
CREDIT 

FREE CHOICE 
CREDIT 

FREE CHOICE 
CREDIT 

Note: 
* An exemption has been sought, endorsed by the Department Southern Region Office. Languages is not a required taster 
in the Explore curriculum programme. French is offered as a double taster (one semester) in the Explore program.  
* All Explore students will participate in a compulsory Swimming Program in Semester 2. 
 

The information in the table above reflects the requirements in the VCAA Victorian Curriculum F-10 Guidelines. 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf
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EXPLORE SUBJECTS 
 

CORE SUBJECTS 

Core English OR EAL 

Core Health & Physical Education 

Core Humanities OR Core Humanities with Literacy Support 

Core Mathematics 

Core Science  

 
 

TASTER SUBJECTS 

PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 

Art (Studio Arts) 

Dance 

Film Making 101 (Media) 

Logo Making (Visual Communication Design) 

Drama 

Try an Instrument (Music) 

HUMANITIES 

Great Rulers of the Ancient World (History) 

Travel the World (Geography) 

National Identity: Australian History and Politics 

LANGUAGES 

Taster French 
Students may choose to study French for one semester (2 terms) or one year (4 terms) 
Students can learn French in future years or study Arabic and Spanish as semester-long subjects in the Enhance program 
(Years 8 to 10). 

SCIENCE 

Let’s Experiment (Chemistry) 

Motion & Movement (Physics) 

Planet Earth (Biology/Environmental Science/Geography) 

STEAM 

Introduction to Robotics 

Innovate (Project Based Learning using mixed materials including textiles) 

Let’s Cook! (Food Studies) 
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PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 
 

The Arts include Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, Visual Arts, and Visual Communication Design. 

The Arts enable students to develop their creative and expressive capacities by learning about the 

different practices, disciplines, and traditions that have shaped the expression of culture locally, 

nationally, and globally. Students are both artist and audience in the Arts. They make and respond and 

learn to appreciate the specific ways this occurs in different disciplines. 

The Arts present ideas that are dynamic and rich in tradition. Through engaging in The Arts students are 

entertained, challenged, and provoked to respond to questions and assumptions about individual and 

community identity, taking into account different histories and cultures. The Arts contributes to the 

development of confident and creative individuals and enriches Australian society. Students express, 

represent, and communicate ideas in contemporary, traditional, and emerging arts forms In Dance, 

Drama, and Music students explore the performing arts whilst in Media Arts, Visual Arts, and Visual 

Communication Design students explore the world of visual representation and expression. 

The significant contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Australia’s arts heritage 

and contemporary arts practices are explored across the Arts, and students are encouraged to respect 

and value these unique and evolving traditions. 
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 ART (STUDIO ARTS) 
 

Subject Description: 

This subject provides a foundation for creating two-dimensional and three-dimensional artworks. Students will learn 

the skills and techniques needed to create artworks with clay, watercolour paint, acrylic paint, pencils, markers, and 

mixed media. Students develop and create artworks with the intention of expressing and communicating ideas and 

passions. There will be a focus on drawing from life to capture perspective and proportions in a variety of styles and 

art materials. Students will look at a range of artists and discover how they expressed their ideas visually in different 

cultural and historical contexts. 
 

Assessment:  

• A folio of artwork  

• Presentation of work to an audience 

• Peer and self-review and analysis  

• Investigation of artists, culture, and history 
 

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking this subject. Students considering undertaking this unit are supported to 

become confident, independent, and self-managed learners who are passionate about the creative process of 

artmaking. Students have a range of Art subjects they can continue with in following years, including Drawing & 

Painting, Sculpting with Multi Materials, Street Art, and eventually VCE Studio Arts. 
 

Materials Levy: $10 (In accordance with the Education Department’s Parent Payment Policy, fees for elective 
subjects cover the material costs.)   
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Art 
 

Street Art 
 
 

Drawing & 
Painting 
 

Pre-VCE 
Studio Arts 
 

VCE  
Studio Arts  
Units 1 & 2 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 
Art Drawing  

& Painting 
 

Sculpting 
with Multi 
Materials 

Street Art VCE Studio 
Arts Units 
1 & 2 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

Art Sculpting 
with Multi 
Materials 

Street Art 
 

Making 
Comics & 
Telling Stories 
 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units3 & 4 

Acceleration 
Option 

  Pre-VCE 
Studio Arts 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE  
Studio Arts 
Units 3 & 4 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Horsfall, Ms Long & Ms Fee 
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 DANCE  
 

Subject Description:  

Students in Dance will either begin their dance journey or further develop their dancing skill and technique.  
 

They will be introduced to dance terminology as they learn and practise skills and technique throughout their 

classes. This will also assist in their learning to analyse their own dance movement as well as the movement of 

others.  
 

Students will begin to gain an understanding of the technical and expressive skills required to perform different 

styles of dance.   
   

Throughout this subject, students will also begin to develop their own movement vocabulary. 
 

Assessment: 

• Practical dance activities and exercises  

• The ability to learn and memorise choreography 

• The ability to choreograph a dance sequence in a group  

• Performance in front of an audience 

• Analyse the history and culture of dance styles and consider how they influence culture today  

• Self-reflection and analysis questions/responses 
 

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking any Dance subject, however you must be willing to participate in all 

activities, work with others, and perform to an audience! 
 

Students have a range of Dance subjects they can continue with in following years, including Enhance Dance, Hip 

Hop & Street Style, Pre-VCE Dance and eventually VCE Dance. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option 1 

Dance Enhance 

Dance 

 

Hip Hop & 

Street Style 

 

Pre-VCE 

Dance 

 VCE Dance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Dance 

Units 3 & 4 

Option 2 

Dance 

 

Hip Hop & 

Street Style 

Enhance 

Dance 

 

Pre-VCE 

Dance 

 

VCE Dance 

Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE Dance 

Units 3 & 4 

 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Dance 

VCE Dance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Dance 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

   *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

     Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms McRae 
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 FILM MAKING 101 (MEDIA) 
 

Subject Description: 

In this subject, students watch a series of short films where they analyse how films are made and learn about specific 

film-making techniques. They will learn the building-blocks of film production, with a particular focus on camera 

skills and editing. Students use their knowledge to create their own short stories. These narratives will focus on 

different film elements as well as different editing techniques. These videos will be presented to the class, evaluated, 

and reflected upon. 
 

Assessment: 

• Producing short films 

• Presenting short films 

• Written analysis of own film making processes and of film genres and short films 
 

Advice to Students:  

This subject is perfect for students who love watching movies and short films. It is also great for students who want 

to learn how to make things explode via special effects. This will provide a foundation for any students wanting to 

do anything with film, providing them with the essential skills in this area.  
 

Students have a range of Media subjects they can continue with in following years, including Animation, Film 

Making, #Creator Studio, Pre-VCE Media, and VCE Media. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Filmmaking 

101  

Esports 

 

Animation 

 

Pre-VCE 

Media 

 

VCE  

Media  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Media  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Filmmaking 

101  

Making Comics 

& Telling 

Stories 

#Creator 

Studio 

Film Making VCE  

Media  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Media  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

Filmmaking 

101  

 Film Making Lights, 

Camera, 

Cook! 

 

Animation 

 

VCE Media  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Media  

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Media 

VCE Media  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Media  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts/Digital & Design Technologies Enhance     

subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Coombes, Mr Marriott, & Mr Kriaris 
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 LOGO MAKING (VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN) 
  

Subject Description: 

In this subject, students learn how to make logos for specific clients. In addition to manual drawing methods, 

students learn how to use computers to draw their logos digitally. They will have access to industry standard 

software such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign. They will explore how logos are designed and how 

logos influence people in recognising companies and products. Students will also cover the elements of design, 

embedding these skills in their design choices throughout the term. 
 

Assessment: 

• Practical assessment of a series of logos presented in a folio    

• Final logo presentations using manual drawing methods and Photoshop/Illustrator  

• Written analysis of own logo making processes (digital and manual drawing) and analysis of famous logo 

designs 
 

Advice to Students:  

This subject is perfect for students who love design and want to create and make graphics using computers. 
 

They will learn Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop skills that will provide a solid foundation for other design subjects 
as they progress through school. This subject is recommended to any students who are creative and should be 
appealing to those who also enjoy drawing, designing or working on a computer.  
 

There are many directions that can be taken after this subject, including any artistic and creative area, or any of 
the Visual Communication Design subjects. 
 

Materials Levy: $10 (In accordance with the Education Department’s Parent Payment Policy, fees for elective 
subjects cover the material costs.)   
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Logo Making 3D Drawing 

  

Architecture Graphic Design 

 

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Logo Making Architecture Graphic Design 

 

3D Drawing 

 

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

Logo Making Graphic 

Design 

 

3D Drawing 

 

Pre-VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Visual 

Communication 

Design 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

   *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
  
     Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Coombes 
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 STAND & DELIVER (DRAMA) 
 

Subject Description:  

Students will explore the creation of characters and stories using of different ideas, themes, and issues to make and 

perform plays. They will develop their acting skills, using voice, facial expression, and movement to further expand 

their range of believable characters. They will investigate drama from different times, cultures, and places. 
 

Assessment:  

• Practical drama activities and exercises  

• Peer feedback and self-reflection 

• Research assignment 
 

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking any Drama subject, however you must be willing to participate in all 

activities, work with others, and bring positive energy! 
 

Students have a range of Drama subjects they can continue with in following years, including Page to Stage, Acting 

Out, and eventually VCE Drama. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 
Stand  

& Deliver 

Acting Out 

 

Page to Stage Pre-VCE 

Drama  

VCE Drama  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Drama  

Units 3 & 4  

Option Two 

Stand  

& Deliver 

Page to Stage 

 

Acting Out 

 

 

Acting Out 

OR 

Page to Stage 

VCE  

Drama  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Drama  

Units 3 & 4  

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Drama  

VCE Drama  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Drama  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

   *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

     Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Lingard 
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 TRY AN INSTRUMENT (MUSIC) 
 

Subject Description:  

This term-long taster will involve students learning an instrument and how to play in a band. They will develop 

creativity as they work towards performing with their class. Learning to play an instrument helps to build confidence 

and life skills, such as persistence, leadership, and teamwork. Music is a creative means of self-expression in which 

students are given the opportunity to make music with others.    
 

Students will listen to songs across various music genres to gain ideas for creating their own music. Listening skills 

will be used to make decisions about how they can incorporate elements such as rhythm, dynamics, form, and 

structure into their performances.   
 

Skills taught in this subject:    
 

Students learn how to read music and play an instrument. They learn how to rehearse and perform as a group by 

playing in a band. Students develop knowledge of music by listening and learning from other musicians and they 

develop creativity within their performances by using the elements of music. 
 

Assessment: 

• Practical assessment of rehearsal and band performances 

• Written analysis of own music making processes and of genres of music and musical artists 

• Reflection on performances 
 

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking this subject. Students considering undertaking this subject are advised 

to undertake instrumental lessons at Hampton Park Secondary College for further support.  Students considering 

undertaking this subject should be independent learners. This subject is recommended for students who have a 

passion for Music, are interested in learning one or more instruments, and are interested in learning how to play as 

a class band.  
 

It is highly recommended that students undertake this subject in order to study Enhance and Excel music subjects  

in the future. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Try an 

Instrument 

Music Band 

Performance 

1 or 2 

Evolution of 

Music 

Pre-VCE 

Music 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Try an 

Instrument 

Evolution of 

Music 

Music Band 

Performance  

1 

Music Band 

Performance  

2 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 
Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Music 

 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Music 

Performance 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Visual & Performing Arts Enhance subjects across Years 8- 10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Guerra Marin & Mr Andrews 
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ENGLISH & EAL 
 

The study of English/EAL is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create 

confident communicators, imaginative thinkers, and informed citizens. It is through the study of English 

that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate, and build relationships with others and with 

the world around them. The study of English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed 

for education, training, and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed, and active 

members of society and plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes, and 

capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future. 

Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, participation in many aspects of 

Australian life depends on effective communication in Standard Australian English. In addition, proficiency 

in English is invaluable globally.  

English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the scope of 

their experience. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have contributed to Australian society and 

to its contemporary literature and literary heritage through their distinctive ways of representing and 

communicating knowledge, traditions, and experience.  

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students: 

• Learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create, and reflect on increasingly complex and 

sophisticated spoken, written, and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with 

accuracy, fluency, and purpose 

• Appreciate, enjoy, and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its 

richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction 

with others, entertain, persuade, and argue 

• Understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in 

combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

• Develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature. 
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CORE ENGLISH & EAL 
 

Subject Description: 

English/EAL is a core subject from Years 7 to 12. The big idea for English/EAL is communication.  
 

• Students learn in four key areas: Speaking, listening, reading, and writing 

• Students engage with a reading framework 

• Students learn public speaking skills 

• Students learn to write in three key genres: Narrative, persuasive, and analytical 
 

In Year 7 English and EAL, students develop an understanding of the structure of persuasive writing, studying 

persuasive techniques so that they can learn how to write an effective persuasive piece to present their 

opinion. Students also learn to write an engaging narrative piece in the genre of mystery, using the narrative arc 

and language devices. During semester two, the focus for students is learning to analyse a text as they begin to look 

at how to construct an analytical response through an in-depth study of the selected text. In term four, EAL students 

will develop oral skills for presenting their point of view, studying the importance of pace, pitch, volume, and 

intonation in rendering a speech effectively. Students also develop skills such as eye contact and voice projection.   
 

Texts studied: 

• English: Bend it Like Beckham by Gurinder Chadha and Blue Back by Tim Winton 

• EAL: Parvana by Deborah Ellis 
 

 

Assessment:  

• In order to ensure that students are demonstrating developmental growth in their learning, teachers utilise both 

formative and summative assessment strategies in the key areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
 
 

 

Advice to Students:   

Pre-requisite: Students must undertake this subject in order to study VCE English, VCAL Literacy. 
 

In order to gain entry into a University course, mainstream VCE English students must achieve a minimum study 

score of 25 and VCE EAL students must achieve a minimum study score of 30.  
  

Possible Pathways:  

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Core 

English/EAL 

Core 

English/EAL 

Core 

English/EAL 

Core 

English/EAL 

VCE 

English/EAL 

Units 1 & 2 

*Foundation 
English OR 
Bridging EAL 

VCE 

English/EAL 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two  

Core 

English/EAL 

Core 

English/EAL 

Core 

English/EAL 

VCAL 

Foundation 

Literacy 

VCAL 

Intermediate 

Literacy 

VCAL  

Senior 

Literacy 
 

 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Eid & Ms Larcombe  
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Health and Physical Education focuses on students enhancing their own and others’ health, safety, 

wellbeing, and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. Research in fields such as 

sociology, physiology, nutrition, biomechanics, and psychology inform what we understand about 

healthy, safe, and active choices. Health and Physical Education offers students an experiential curriculum 

that is contemporary, relevant, challenging, enjoyable, and physically active. 

In Health and Physical Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding, and skills to strengthen 

their sense of self and build and manage satisfying relationships. The curriculum helps them to be resilient 

and to make decisions and take actions to promote their health, safety, and physical activity participation. 

Integral to Health and Physical Education is the acquisition of movement skills, concepts, and strategies 

to enable students to confidently, competently, and creatively participate in a range of physical activities. 

As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students develop 

proficiency in movement skills, physical activities, and movement concepts and acquire an understanding 

of the science behind how the body moves.  
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 CORE HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Subject Description: 

Health and Physical Education focuses on students enhancing their own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing, and 
physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. This unit involves two practical sessions in the gym 
and one health theory lesson in the classroom per week. The Physical Education sessions focus on the acquisition 
of movement skills, concepts, and strategies to enable students to confidently, competently, and creatively 
participate in a range of physical activities. Through the health sessions students explore the physical, social, and 
emotional changes that occur as they grow older. Additionally, they examine the barriers to seeking support and 
how to overcome them. The curriculum helps students to be resilient and to make decisions and take actions to 
promote their health, safety, and physical activity participation.  
 

Assessment: 
• Athletics skills review 

• Skill and strategy application to various sports  

• Case-study questions  

• Youth-issue project 
 

Advice to Students:  

All Health and Physical Education subjects lead to a VCE PE Pathway, VCE Health Pathway, and VET/VCAL Pathway.  
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Core Year 7 

Health & 

Physical 

Education 

 Soccer  

OR 

 Basketball 

Team Sports 

OR  

General PE 

Pre-VCE 

Physical 

Education 

VCE 

Physical 

Education 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Physical 

Education 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

 

Core Year 7 

Health & 

Physical 

Education 

Core Year 8 

Health & 

Physical 

Education  

 

Core Year 9 

Health   

OR  

Healthy Body, 

Healthy Mind 

Pre-VCE 

Health  

& Human 

Development 

VCE  

Health  

& Human 

Development 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Health  

& Human 

Development 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Core Year 7 

Health & 

Physical 

Education 

Rugby 
Academy  
OR 
General PE 

Personal 

Training  

 

Outdoor  

Adventure 

Education 

VET Cert II 

Sport & 

Recreation 

VCAL  

Senior 

Certificate 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Physical 

Education  

OR Pre-VCE 

Health  

& Human 

Development 

VCE 
Physical 
Education 
Units 1 & 2  
OR 
Health  
& Human 
Development 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE 
Physical 
Education  
Units 3 & 4 
OR 
Health  
& Human 
Development 
Units 3 & 4 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Health & Physical Education Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Knowles & Ms Newton 
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HUMANITIES 
 

The Humanities includes the study of Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, and Geography and 

History. 

The Humanities provide a framework for students to examine the complex processes that have shaped 

the modern world and to investigate responses to different challenges including people’s 

interconnections with the environment. 

In Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business, students explore the systems that shape society, 

with a specific focus on legal and economic systems. Students learn about Australia’s role in global systems 

and are encouraged to appreciate democratic principles and to contribute as active, informed, and 

responsible citizens. 

In History and Geography, students explore the processes that have shaped and which continue to shape 

different societies and cultures, to appreciate the common humanity shared across time and distance, 

and to evaluate the ways in which humans have faced and continue to face different challenges. 
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 CORE HUMANITIES 
 

Subject Description: 

Students will explore the four major disciplines of Humanities: History, Civics and Citizenship, Economics and 

Business and Geography through the theme of survival.  
 

In History, students will explore how Ancient Civilisations developed over time and maintained the resources 

required to survive and thrive as societies. Students will develop their skills in interpreting and analysing historical 

sources through this unit. 
 

In Civics and Citizenship, students will explore how societies maintain social cohesion through the development of 

shared values and ideals, they will also apply civics concepts to case studies. 
 

In Economics and Business, students will explore how the scarce resource of human labour and energy is divided in 

society to meet the needs and wants of the community. Through this study, students will develop skills in analysing 

economic data for informed decision-making. 
 

In Geography, students will explore how societies meet the challenges of a water crisis. Students will study the 

causes of water scarcity and how communities may resolve the issue of water scarcity now and in the future. 

Through this unit, students will develop skills in interpreting and analysing information from maps and other 

geographic data. 
 

Assessment: 

• Curation of a museum display 

• Research assignments 

• Source analysis tasks 

• Written responses to case studies 

• Data analysis tasks 

• Mapping activities 
 

Advice to Students: 

Core Humanities will lead to a variety of different pathways in the Humanities including further studies in History, 

Civics and Citizenship, Legal Studies, Economics and Business, Accounting, and Geography. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 
Core 
Humanities 

Myths  
& Legends 

My History  
& Heritage 

World Wars VCE History 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE History 
Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 
Core 

Humanities  

Disasters  

& Geology 

Sustainability 
& Community 
Involvement 

Weather  

& GIS 

VCE 
Geography 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE 
Geography  
Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 
Core 

Humanities 

Crime  

& Justice 

Fight for  

Your Rights! 

Pre-VCE  

Legal Studies 

VCE  
Legal Studies 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE  
Legal Studies 
Units 3 & 4 

Option Four 
Core 

Humanities  

Like a Boss: 
Running Your 
Own Business 

My Money  Pre-VCE 
Business 
Management 

VCE Business 
Management 
Units 1 & 2 

VCE Business  
Management 
Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 
Option 

  Pre-VCE  
Legal Studies 

VCE  
Legal Studies  
Units 1 & 2 

VCE 
Legal Studies  
Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Humanities Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Kata 
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 GREAT RULERS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD (HISTORY) 
 

Subject Description: 

In this subject, students will contrast and compare two great leaders from different Ancient civilisations. These 

leaders could include important historical figures such as Rameses II, Cleopatra, Julius Caesar, and Qin Shi Huang. 

They will explore the great achievements of these leaders and how they maintained power in their society through 

the creation of laws and engagement in warfare with other civilisations. Students will explore their legacy through 

analysing various historical sources relating to these leaders to decide how great they really were.  
 

Assessment: 

• Source analysis tasks 

• Museum display of artefacts  

• Research assignment 
 

Advice to Students:  

Great Rulers and Leaders of the Ancient World is recommended for students with a broad interest in History and 

Leadership. Students will develop skills that could lead to pathways into civics and politics-based subjects or into 

history-based subjects. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Great Rulers 

of the 

Ancient 

World 

World Wars Myths  

& Legends 

My History  

& Heritage 

VCE  

History  

Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE  

History  

Units 3 & 4 

 

Option Two 

Great Rulers 

of the 

Ancient 

World 

Crime  

& Justice 

Fight for  

Your Rights! 

Pre-VCE  

Legal Studies 

VCE  

Legal Studies 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Legal Studies 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE  

Legal Studies 

 

VCE 

Legal Studies 

OR 

History 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Legal Studies 

OR  

History 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Humanities Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Taylor & Mr Kata 
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 TRAVEL THE WORLD (GEOGRAPHY/BUSINESS & ECONOMICS) 
 

Subject Description:  

In this subject, students will explore the different cultures and landmarks of the world as they plan a world trip. 

They will research the cost of travel including flights, accommodation, and other expenses, learn about the customs 

of their chosen destinations, and explore maps. Students will develop skills in creating budgets, creating and 

analysing maps, research, and presenting findings. They will develop their understanding of different cultures and 

the features of the tourism industry. 
 

Assessment: 

• Mapping activities 

• Budgeting activities  

• Presentations 

• Dream holiday research assignment  
 

Advice to Students:  

Travel the World is recommended for students with an interest in travel. Students will develop skills that could lead 

to pathways into Economics and business-based subjects or into geography-based subjects. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Travel  

the World 

Disasters  

& Geology 

Weather  

& GIS 

Sustainability 

& Community 

Involvement 

VCE 

Geography 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Geography 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Travel  

the World 

My Money Like a Boss: 

Running Your 

Own Business 

Pre-VCE 

Business 

Management 

VCE Business 

Management 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Business 

Management 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

  Pre-VCE 

Business 

Management 

VCE Business 

Management 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Business 

Management 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Humanities Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Taylor & Mrs Gruar 
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 NATIONAL IDENTITY: AUSTRALIAN HISTORY AND POLITICS 
 

Subject Description:  

Students will explore historically significant events throughout Australian History and how these have maintained 
and/or challenged individual conceptions of national identity – what does it mean to be Australian? What did this 
look like before, during and after British Settlement? What influence has immigration had on our national identity? 
What key issues matter most to Australians in the 21st century and what does this mean for our identity, as 
Australians, moving forward? As part of a Project Based Learning (PBL) Assessment Task, students will develop a 
proposal for a bill, to be passed in a mock parliament session, to shape a policy around National Identity in the 21st 
century. Students will engage in case studies, exploring the advantages and disadvantages, around the following 
significant events and policies: Immigration Restriction Act, Aborigine Protection Act, 1967 Referendum, The 
Dismissal, MABO Decision. Students will then explore and develop their own case studies based on recent issues in 
the media. This will inform the Bill they will develop and seek approval of in a Mock Parliament Session. 
 

Assessment: 

• Case studies 

• Bill/Policy proposal 

• Mock Parliament 
 

Advice to Students:  

National Identity is recommended for students with a broad interest in history, politics, government, and national 
issues. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option 1 Hums 
Taster: 
National 
Identity 

Geopolitics World Wars Pre-VCE 
History 

VCE History 
Unit 1 & 2 

VCE History 
Unit 3 & 4 

Option 2  
(if applicable) 

Hums 
Taster: 
National 
Identity 

Myths and 
Legends 

Geopolitics Pre-VCE 
History  

VCE 
Australian 
and Global 
Politics  
Unit 1 & 2 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Humanities Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Kata 
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LANGUAGES 
 

Through learning languages, students acquire:  
 

• Communication skills in the language being learnt  

• An intercultural capability, and an understanding of the role of language and culture in 

communication  

• A capability for reflection on language use and language learning 

Learning languages broadens students’ horizons about the personal, social, cultural, and employment 

opportunities that are available in an increasingly interconnected and interdependent world. The 

interdependence of countries and communities requires people to negotiate experiences and meanings 

across languages and cultures. A bilingual or plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world.  

Learning languages:  
 

• Contributes to the strengthening of the community’s social, economic, and international 

development capabilities  

• Extends literacy repertoires and the capacity to communicate; strengthens understanding of 

the nature of language, of culture, and of the processes of communication  

• Develops intercultural capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity and 

difference, and an openness to different experiences and perspectives  

• Develops understanding of how culture shapes and extends learners’ understanding of 

themselves, their own heritage, values, beliefs, culture, and identity  

• Strengthens intellectual, analytical, and reflective capabilities, and enhances creative and 

critical thinking  

Aims  
 

The Languages curriculum aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that 

students:  

• Communicate in the language they are learning  

• Understand the relationship between language, culture, and learning  

• Develop intercultural capabilities  

• Understand themselves as communicators. 
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 TASTER FRENCH 
 

Subject Description: 

French is a young, vibrant, international language. Among its 275 million speakers, more than 96 million live in 

Africa, and it also represents the second most widely spoken native language and foreign language in Europe. By 

the year 2050, it is estimated that French will be the language most spoken in the world - the latest projection is 

that French will be spoken by 750 million people by 2050.   
 

France itself is known as a home of great food, wine, the arts, science, and fashion. A knowledge of French can 

provide you with enhanced vocational opportunities in many fields, including banking, international finance, 

commerce, diplomacy, translating and interpreting. In Melbourne there are now 120 French companies which have 

set up offices, subsidiaries, or headquarters here in fields such as infrastructure and transport.    
  

Assessment:   

• Project: Student-directed research culminating in a presentation to the class (or external audience) about 

regions/countries where the language is spoken  

• Oral/written presentations   

• Reading/listening (interpretive) tasks   
 

Advice to Students:    

In Year 7, students will learn how to introduce themselves, as well as some basic vocabulary such as numbers. They 

will also learn about the culture of France and French-speaking countries. This will allow them to make an informed 

subject choice in the middle years.  French studies in the middle years includes cultural studies, excursions, and 

student-led projects (for example, a French café). Consideration will also be given to organising an overseas trip 

to New Caledonia or France, depending on student interest.  
 

Learning a language is an ongoing process. If you are considering undertaking VCE French, you should aim to study 

French for a minimum of 200 hours before moving into VCE Units 1 and 2. 
 

In the Enhance years, six semester-long French units of 75 hours duration are offered.  
 

To prepare yourself to perform at the highest level in French at VCE, you should consider taking French in the 

Enhance years in consecutive units.   
 

Pre-requisite: Students must undertake this subject in order to study VCE French. It is highly recommended that 

students undertake French to Study Linguistics/Literature/Law/Politics/Travel/International relations in the future. 
 

 

Possible Pathways:  

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  

Option One  

French Taster 

(one 

semester)  

Elementary 

French 1 & 2  

Intermediate 

French 1 & 2   

Advanced 

French  

1 & 2   

VCE  

French  

Units 1 & 2   

VCE  

French  

Units 3 & 4  

Acceleration 

Option 

  Advanced 

French  

1 & 2 

VCE  

French  

Units 1 & 2   

VCE  

French  

Units 3 & 4  

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Languages Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
  
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Eid
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Mathematics provides students with access to important mathematical ideas, knowledge, and skills that 

they will draw on in their personal and work lives. Mathematical ideas have evolved across societies and 

cultures over thousands of years and are constantly developing as digital technologies provide new tools 

for mathematical exploration and invention.  

While the usefulness of mathematics for modelling and problem-solving is well known, mathematics also 

has a fundamental role in both enabling and sustaining cultural, social, economic, and technological 

advances and empowering individuals to become critical citizens. 
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 CORE MATHEMATICS 
 

Subject Description: 

Year 7 Core Mathematics provides students with access to the three strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement 

and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability and continues to build upon knowledge learnt during primary school. 

These strands provide students with the knowledge and skills that they will be required to draw upon in their 

personal and work lives. Students will also explore maths through authentic real-world contexts, group problem-

solving tasks, and hands on activities to consolidate their understanding of the mathematical concepts covered. 
 

Assessment: 

• Pre and post testing using Essential Assessment tasks 

• Maths300 activities 

• Project and problem-solving tasks 
 

Advice to Students:  

Maths is a core subject for Years 7 to 10. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Core 

Mathematics 

Core Maths Core Maths Core Maths VCE  

General 

Maths  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Further 

Maths  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

 

Core 

Mathematics 

Core Maths Core Maths Advanced 

Maths 10 

VCE Maths 

Methods  

AND/OR 

Specialist 

Maths 

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Maths 

Methods  

AND/OR 

Specialist 

Maths 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Core 

Mathematics 

Maths for Life Maths for Life VCAL 

Foundation 

Numeracy  

VCE 

Foundation 

Maths  

Units 1 & 2 

  

VCE 

Foundation 

Maths  

Units 3 & 4 

OR Senior 

Numeracy 

VCAL  

Acceleration 

Option 

(refer to 

Maths 

Acceleration 

Policy) 

  Advanced 

Maths 10 

VCE General  

Maths  

OR 

Maths 

Methods  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Further 

Maths OR  

Maths 

Methods  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Mathematics Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject:  Ms Murdoch  
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SCIENCE 
 

Science allows students to answer interesting and important questions about the biological, physical, and 

technological world through observation and experience. Science is a dynamic, collaborative, and creative 

endeavour arising from our world by exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making 

predictions, and solving problems.  

The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important 

scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, the contribution of 

science to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. The curriculum supports students to 

develop the scientific knowledge, understandings, and skills to make informed decisions about local, 

national, and global issues. 

Throughout the study of science, students can experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their 

curiosity about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical thinking skills and challenge 

themselves to identify questions, apply new knowledge, explain science phenomena, and draw evidence-

based conclusions using scientific methods. The students also have the opportunity to develop ‘scientific 

literacy’, including the capacity to investigate the world around them and the way it has changed and 

changes as a result of human activity. 
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 CORE SCIENCE 
 

Subject Description: 

Core Science will introduce students to three core fields of Science. These include the physical sciences of Chemistry 

and Physics, and the life science of Biology. As students explore these sciences, they will learn important Science 

safety skills as they learn to find their way around the Science classroom and identify and use scientific equipment. 

Students will complete a variety of practical experiments as they begin to understand the experimental design skills 

that are essential to Science. At the heart of learning any of the sciences are critical thinking and analysing skills. 

Core Science will develop and build upon these essential skills that students will be able to apply not only to Science 

subjects, but to a range of subjects across the curriculum and to their everyday lives.    

 

Assessment: 

• Formative assessment strategies  

• Education Perfect tasks 

• Completion of a variety of practical experiments  

• Writing scientific reports 
 

Advice to Students:  

Core Science leads and contributes to a number of pathways in the areas of Science, Technologies, Health, and 

Mathematics. Core Science provides the foundation for more specialised scientific study in the areas of Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics as well as in the areas of Psychology and Environmental Science. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Core Science  
 

Fantastic 

Beasts 

Environmental 

Science 

Pre-VCE 

Biology 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 3 & 4  

Option Two 

 

 Core Science  Out of this 

world: Space 

Science 

Bright Sparks Pre-VCE 

Physics 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Core Science  
 

Year 8 Core 

Inquiry Science 

Chemical 

Curiosity 

Pre-VCE 

Chemistry 

VCE  

Chemistry 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Chemistry 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Four 

Core Science  Forensic 

Science 

Neuroscience Pre-VCE 

Psychology 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

 Medicine and 

Disease 

Pre-VCE 

Biology  

OR Chemistry 

VCE Biology 

OR Chemistry 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Biology 

OR Chemistry 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 

  *These are sample options. Please consider all Science Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

    Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Owen & Mrs Walaliyadda 
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LET’S EXPERIMENT (ALL SCIENCE) 
 

Subject Description: 

Let’s Experiment at the Explore level is a Science taster that runs for one term. 
 

In this elective, students will be provided with the opportunities to master the basics required to accurately and 

effectively carry out the scientific method. Through a variety of practical tasks and experiments, this unit will allow 

students to learn how to make observations, conduct background research, form a hypothesis, conduct 

experiments, discuss results, and draw conclusions from their findings. Let’s Experiment will complement all Science 

subjects and will assist in developing a deeper understanding of the Scientific Method.  
 

Assessment: 

• Scientific poster 

• Practical reports 

• Education Perfect tasks 

• Scientific drawings 

 

Advice to Students:  

Choose this subject if you have a passion for Science or want a career in the Science field. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Let’s 
Experiment 
 

Forensic 

Science 

Fantastic 

Beasts 

Pre-VCE 

Biology 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 3 & 4  

Option Two 

 

Let’s 
Experiment 
 

Year 8 Core 

Inquiry 

Science 

Out of this 

world: Space 

Science 

Pre-VCE 

Physics 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Let’s 
Experiment 
 

Chemical 

Curiosity 

Bright Sparks Pre-VCE 

Chemistry 

VCE 

Chemistry 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Chemistry 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Four 

Let’s 
Experiment 
 

Forensic 

Science 

Neuroscience Pre-VCE 

Psychology 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

 Chemical 

Curiosity 

Pre-VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics 

VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Science Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Wilson & Ms Dawson 
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 MOTION & MOVEMENT (PHYSICS) 
 

Subject Description: 

Motion and Movement at the Explore level is a Science taster that runs for one term. 
 

This physics-based taster will focus on the learning areas relating to motion and movement. Students will explore 

simple machines, kinetic and potential energy, and the interaction of forces. The main project will be on Human 

Movement, where students will research body systems that give us energy in order to move. 
 

Assessment: 

• Practical activities and scientific write-ups 

• Human movement exploration assignment 

• Education Perfect tasks 

• ‘How do things work?’ project 

 

Advice to Students:  

Choose this subject if you have a passion for Science or want a career in the Science field. 
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Motion & 
Movement 
 

Fantastic 

Beasts 

Environmental 

Science 

Pre-VCE 

Biology 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 3 & 4  

Option Two 

 

 Motion & 
Movement 
 
 

Out of this 

world: Space 

Science 

Bright Sparks Pre-VCE 

Physics 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Physics  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Motion & 
Movement 
 

Medicine and 

Disease 

Chemical 

Curiosity 

Pre-VCE 

Chemistry 

VCE 

Chemistry 

Units 1 & 2 

  

VCE 

Chemistry 

Units 3 & 4 

  

Option Four 

Motion & 
Movement 
 

Forensic 

Science 

Neuroscience Pre-VCE 

Psychology 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

 Bright Sparks Pre-VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics 

VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Chemistry  

OR Physics  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Science Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Pelecanos & Ms Dawson 
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 PLANET EARTH (BIOLOGY/ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY) 
 

Subject Description: 

Students electing to complete this taster will gain a better understanding of their position on our beautiful planet, 

as well as where our Earth sits in relation to our vast universe. Students will explore the intricate harmonies of 

ecosystems and beyond our planet into space. Students will investigate the effects humans have on our planet and 

on our animal counterparts. This will be intertwined with the learning of Earth’s history enabling students to project 

predictions of the Earth’s future. 
 

Assessment: 

• Ongoing coursework, including practical work 

• Education Perfect tasks 

• Climate change assignment 
 

Advice to Students:  

The Planet Earth elective is recommended for students with a broad interest in general Science, Environmental 

Science, Biology, and Earth and environmental issues.  
 

Possible Pathways: 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Planet Earth  Fantastic 

Beasts 

Disasters & 

Geology 

Environmental 

Science 

VCE 

Geography 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Geography 

Units 3 & 4  

Option Two 

 

 Planet Earth 
 

Forensic 

Science 

Medicine and 

Disease 

Pre-VCE 

Biology 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Biology  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

 

Planet Earth  Bright Sparks Chemical 

Curiosity 

Pre-VCE 

Chemistry 

VCE Chemistry 

OR Physics 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Chemistry 

OR Physics 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Four 

Planet Earth  Forensic 

Science 

Neuroscience Pre-VCE 

Psychology 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE 

Psychology 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

 Environmental 

Science 

Pre-VCE 

Environmental 

Science 

VCE Biology 

OR Geography 

OR 

Environmental 

Science Units 1 

& 2 

VCE Biology 

OR Geography 

OR 

Environmental 

Science Units 3 

& 4 

 

 

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Science & Humanities Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 
 

   Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Owen & Ms Dawson 
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STEAM 
 

STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. STEAM enables you to apply 

knowledge from these subject areas to solve problems creatively using the scientific method, design process, and 

various mathematical skills. STEAM encourages teamwork and high-level communication, which are both necessary 

skills in industry as workplaces become more collaborative and digitised. Working on STEAM projects and learning 

tasks help build resilience, since not all of your endeavours will succeed the first time. Processes must be modified 

and refined using a methodical process to achieve success. Put simply, STEAM helps to develop you into a creative 

problem-solver and lifelong learner. 

 

There is a key focus on Digital Technology and Design Technology in all STEAM subjects. 

Digital Technology is a major part of our lives and thus our education. Anything that can be digitised is stored 

online. Lessons are live-streamed, resources are downloadable, and school communications take place through 

apps and email. Behind the scenes, schools maintain their own servers, host campus-wide Wi-Fi, and run complex 

management systems and other platforms. All told, schooling today is dependent on a substantial amount of digital 

technology. 
 

Our STEAM subjects allow students to acquire a deep knowledge and understanding of digital systems, data and 

information, and the processes associated with creating digital solutions so that they can take up an active role in 

meeting current and future needs. 
 

Students are provided with practical opportunities to explore the capacity of information-systems to transform data 

systematically and innovatively into digital solutions through the application of computational, design, and systems 

thinking.  

 

Design Technology is a key focus in all STEAM subjects. Using design thinking, students plan and manage projects 

from conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to investigate ideas, 

generate and refine ideas, plan and manage, and produce and evaluate designed solutions. They develop a sense 

of pride, satisfaction, and enjoyment from their ability to create innovative designed solutions. 
 

Through the practical application of technologies, students develop dexterity and coordination. This unique 

combination of subjects offers students a broad range of learning experiences, readily transferable to their lives 

beyond school. 
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 INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS 
 

  Subject Description: 
In this subject, students will learn how to design, build and code VEX IQ robots to solve problems and compete in a 

variety of challenges. VEX IQ is an easy to use robotics system designed to provide all students with access to state-

of-the-art robotics, regardless of their skill level. By its nature, the study of robotics provides students with exposure 

to four areas of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics). This is a subject for all budding 

engineers, as well as anyone who wishes to develop their teamwork, problem-solving, and leadership skills. The 

skills acquired in this elective will provide students with the fundamentals required to select Robotics VEX IQ in the 

future. VEX robotics is an internationally recognised robotics platform that provides students with opportunities to 

compete in robotics tournaments across Australia and the world. 

  

Assessment: 

• Engineering logbook, documenting the application of the design process to solve an identified need or 
problem, and evaluating the effectiveness of the solution 

• Robots will be assessed in a range of practical field challenges 

• Written assessments within the logbook include the creation of evaluation criteria, justification of design 
changes, and reflections 

  

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking this subject. Students considering undertaking the unit should be 

confident, independent, and self-managed learners. It is recommended for students who have passion for 

machines, creating designed solutions, coding, and practical mathematics.  

  

Recommendation: It is highly recommended that students undertake this subject to study any STEAM, physical 

science, or Digital & Design Technologies subjects in the future. 

 

Possible Pathways: 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Introduction 

to Robotics 

Robotics 

  

Mechatronic 

Engineering 

  

Pre-VCE 

Systems 

Engineering 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Introduction 

to Robotics 

Robotics Mechatronics Pre-VCE 

Physics 

VCE  

Physics 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Physics 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Three 

Introduction 

to Robotics 

Web Design 

and 

Development 

Robotics  Computer 

Programming 

  

VCE Applied 

Computing 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Applied 

Computing 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

    Pre-VCE 

Systems 

Engineering 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 3 & 4 

  

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Science, Digital & Design Technologies, Visual & Performing Arts,  

   & Mathematics Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 

  

 Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Mr Beveridge & Mr Mahon  
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 INNOVATE 
  

  Subject Description: 
‘Innovate’ is a STEAM-based, cross-disciplinary, project learning subject. It empowers students and allows them to 
develop their 21st century skills including design thinking, creativity, collaboration, communication and critical 
thinking. They engage with new and emerging technologies while also considering and developing more traditional 
design technology skills and their application.  
This subject provides students with the opportunity to work on solving a real-world problem that they are 
interested in or passionate about. Students work in teams and use the design process; first identifying their ‘big 
question’ (problem to solve), then designing and developing a sustainable solution, and finally sharing this solution 
with the community.  
  

Assessment: 

• Learning design folio 

• End product (including evaluation) and presentation  

Advice to Students:  

There are no prerequisites for undertaking this subject. Students considering undertaking the unit should be 

confident, independent, and self-managed learners. It is recommended for students who have passion for creating 

designed solutions and an interest in new and emerging technologies. 

  

Recommendation: It is highly recommended that students undertake this subject to study any STEAM, physical 

science, or Digital & Design Technologies subjects in the future. 

  

Materials levy: $20 (In accordance with the Education Department’s Parent Payment Policy, fees for elective 

subjects cover the material costs.)   

Possible Pathways: 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Innovate Robotics 

  

Mechatronic 

Engineering 

  

Pre-VCE 

Systems 

Engineering 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Systems 

Engineering 

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

Innovate Design 

Technology: 

Textiles 

Design 

Technology: 

Mixed 

Materials 

Pre-VCE 

Product 

Design and 

Technology 

VCE  

Product 

Design and 

Technology 1 

& 2 

VCE  

Product 

Design and 

Technology 3 

& 4 

Option Three 

Innovate Robotics Web Design 

and 

Development  

Computer 

Programming 

  

VCE Applied 

Computing 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Applied 

Computing 

Units 3 & 4 

Acceleration 

Option 

    Pre-VCE 

Product 

Design and 

Technology 

VCE  

Product 

Design and 

Technology 1 

& 2 

VCE  

Product 

Design and 

Technology 3 

& 4 

  

 *These are sample options. Please consider all Science, Digital & Design Technologies, Visual Arts,  

   & Mathematics Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 

 Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Mraz, Mr. D’Auria, Mr Beveridge, Ms Tyers & Ms Long 
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 LET’S COOK! 
  

Subject Description:  

Let’s Cook! allows students to explore the basics of cooking, including the importance of following safety and 

hygiene procedures, the use of tools and equipment, and the demonstration of a range of cooking techniques. 

This subject will enable students to build their confidence in the kitchen and allow them to demonstrate their 

creativity through the production of a variety of food items. Students will cook every week, building on the skills 

they have learnt and establishing confidence in the kitchen. Students will learn about healthy eating and also be 

able to choose their own ingredients for certain food items, allowing them to cater for their own likes and dislikes. 

  

Assessment: 

• Practical tasks   

• Research investigation 

  

Advice to Students:  

This subject is for students who enjoy challenging themselves, love food and trying new ingredients, and would 

like to be creative and learn how to make different food for themselves and their families.  

  

Materials levy: $30 (In accordance with the Education Department’s Parent Payment Policy, fees for elective 

subjects cover the material costs.)  

 

Possible Pathways: 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Option One 

Let’s Cook! Food for 

Thought 

Global Bites Food Studies VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 3 & 4 

Option Two 

  

Let’s Cook! Global Bites Grow, Cook, 

Eat 

Food Studies VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 1 & 2 

VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 3 & 4 

Option 

Three 

  

  

Let’s Cook! Lights, 

Camera, 

Cook! 

  Global Bites VET Cert II 
Kitchen 
Operations 

VET Cert II 
Kitchen 
Operations 

Acceleration 

Option One 

    Food Studies VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 1 & 2  

  

VCE  

Food Studies  

Units 3 & 4 

  

  

*These are sample options. Please consider all Digital & Design Technologies Enhance subjects across Years 8-10 

  

 Teachers to see for advice regarding this subject: Ms Tyres, Miss Blackmore & Ms Mawhinney 
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